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Tli Battle Song of Victory.
Like so much of the Bible, the Song

of Deborah is best interpreted in the
light of the usages of the East. Once,
down along the Tigris river, I had put
to confusion a petty Turkish official,
and my old raftsman (I called him
'uomipt " v.pransp he wTas such a mel

5oards are on ages across in.
of isolation which surrounds
Christian lives.

Tli n.Tn l-- i i o rliovr.Vi ! o -- ?

tian speaks with authority upon
questions of social service, native
welfare and Christian needs.
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A group of suggestive thoughts

ancholy Dane) lifted up his cracked
voice and in a long and boastful recit-tativ- e

tune sang the triumph as if it
had been one of Alexander's victories.
That is the custom in Bible lands to-

day, as for thousands of years past.
Everv Arab skirmish produces a crop

on tne topic is tne loaowing ir,,r
Amos PA Wells:

a ..-i- sjtia liiGrhted anewT the Our hoard of foreign mi:WOMAN S WAR SONG. dilU X .il,lOio - 5

fires of lovaltv to the dream of Abra enormously lengthened our arm. and
enables us to work at the samo time
in many distant parts of the earth.The International Sunday School

mhi for .luiuuiry in is "Deborah and
Barak Deliver Israel." Judg.
1:1-2:- 5; r:t-2- 2.

"His board of home missions stands
at the right hand of every Christian

ham and to the covenant-keepin- g Je-

hovah. By lifting aloft the common
ideals, she created once more some-

thing akin to a true national senti-
ment.

When The Hour Struck.
Long Deborah had been tiring some

hearts and restraining others. Patriots

of epics. Your western poet must chew
a penholder for a time ere he can
produce a little verse; but your Arab,
with the swing and vigor and stateh-nes- s

of Deborah's pean, will impro-
vise his poetry for every occasion.
Every village and tribe has its poet
laureate whose efficiency, relatively, is
greater than that of Britain's.

A stately, noble song was that or
Deborah, and worthy of close study.

patriot, and does what he longs t. do

(WILLIAM. T. KLIJS.)

If leaders in the modern women

for his dear country.
"Your denominational Sunday

school board enables you "to pay lir
debt for all the Sunday school
meant to you.

"Your denominational publication

must have patience. Slowly but inevit-
ably the time ripened to the houi? of

Tn it she not only sounded the note of
.iiivrnnoe. The nrrosranee and mgn- -

board snreads tne trutn tor wliiohtriumph, and exulted In the fall of the
foe. and rehearsed the events of thehandedness of the Canaamtes grew

worse and worse. The very national
life of Isratl was threatened. All the

your denominational stands,
believe it, you want others to

if you
battle, and derided the craven lsraei- -

itxes who had skulked at home in the
hour of need, but she also, and chiefwhile the alliance of the Jews grew

stronger. This wonderful 'woman

movement knew their Bibles better
we should hear otteoer of the first
jVmini.st in history, Deborah the pro-
phetess and emancipator. It is true
that Miriam, the sister of Moes, broke
f.rth Into song upon one triumphant
occasion, but the next eminent woman
who figures1 in the. Bibb; story, Debo-

rah, really led and inspired her peo-

ple over a course of yearp, during the
troubled period of the judges. The
mast r stroke that won them liberty
was of her devising and t xectition, and
it was she who composed the wonder-
ful pean of rejoicing which celebrated
the event.

it.
"What banks and checks do for Ut?

transmission of money and the preui
of commerce our denominational
boards do for the transmission of in-

fluence and the promotion of i

ly, set forth the majesty and might
of Jehovah, as the real victor. The
poem, like all true poetry, penetrated
straightway to the heart of the mat
ter. and in loftv strain, exalted the
God who gave the victory.

bound to herself, by confidence in her
judgment and patriotism, the natural
leaders of her people.

At last the hour struck for which
the patriots had prayed and prepared.
Deborah sent the word to brave Barak,
up in Kedesh-Naphtal- i, to rally the
ten thousand true men of Naphtali
and Sebulun to Mt. Tabor, and she
would by means not divulged, draw

King's business.
"You remember the fable of tho

sticks that could be broken easilyAside from its inherent interest,
this great conn nest over the Canaan when separate, out not. ac an v. ner;

as well be call
Lauoidoth is

ites helped determine the solidarity
of the Hebrew people. The event was
a turning point in the history of Is-

rael. Deborah stands, a regal figure,
at a cross-road- s in the life of her na-

tion; and she upholds and represents

forth Sisera to battle and defeat.
Right here Barak proved himself a

The husband liik'lu
i.d Mr. Deborah, for
merely mentioned as
band of the prohete?s.
role that he had to
merely the helpmeet
man? Perhaps our

being the hus-W- as

it a hard
play in being

of a public vvo-ow- n

times will

man of first grade, for he was willing
to take second place. He agreed to
the plan proposed, provided only that
Deborah herself would lead the host

the twin truths of patriotism and

tied together in a bundle. Our d-
enominational boards tie us into a
bundle.

"As a disease that will spread over
the entire body may start in a very
small part of the body, so an insignif-
icant member of a denomination may
start a malady that will spread ov.r
the entire body of the churches. ,

"A country store may be managtc.
by one man, but a big city depart-
ment store must have boards of man-

agers. To object to denominational

m fi.iii. for the man niacea m
TEAM WOltK FOR CHURCHES.into battle. This meant resigning the

glory of the defeat of Sisera into a
woman's hand. But Barak was that
sort of true patriot who puts the com-
mon cause above personal glory.

Barak realized that the host would
follow famous Deborah whom they
knew as the oracle of God. She, to
be utterly fair to him, with frank
words, remained the leader of the

wish for a very little do- -boards is to
nomination.

Terse Comments on the Uniform Pray-
er Meeting Topic of the Young Peo-
ple's Societies Christian Endeavor,
etc. For January 10. "Our De-
nominational Boards, and Our Rela-
tion to Them." 2 Cor. 8: 8-1- 5.

By William T. Ellis.

this now common position.
Deborah was greater than her hus-

band. The work to which she was
called was one which could not be
done through him: for not even the
wisest wife can impart force of char-
acter, vision and the qualities of lead-

ership to a man. So Deborah dared.
In a period when usage prescribed
sequestration and a secondary' place
for her sex, to translate into action
.x great ideals for her people.

The Women Who Lead.

SEVEN SENTENCE SERMON:

ten thousand that ho was relinquish-
ing into the hands of a woman the
credit for a memorable victory. Sisera's
defeat was sure, and famous would b?

How many Christians unitedly do a
comprehensive service for the whole
nation and the entire world? That
is a big question, a difficult question,
a nd a pressing question. All the temp-
tation for a local church lies in the
direction of parochialism. Church
work suffers from smallness and self--

He M ho has not been a servant can-

not become a, praiseworthy master.--Plato- .

We need to guard against making ?,

show of our praying, talking about it.
J. B. Hiller.

Zeal and duty are no slow, but on

that leader before whom he should
fall. Barak wa.s willing to have his
own fame obscured, if thereby the
enemv of his people might be

i Cowardly Captain and a Cruel
Woman.

War, our saddened hearts now

centeredness. The problem is to relate
every individual congregation and
Christian to the broader work of the
kingdom. The system of denomina-
tional boards that is in present use is
admittedly imperfect. There is too
much waste energy in it. It oveflaDS

Britain had her Koudicea. France
her .loan of Arc, Germany her Queen
Louise, America her Lueretia Mutt
Susan 1?. Anthony and Francis Will-ar- d.

All down the highway of history
we see shining occasional women who.
when iiion'.s hearts failed or their
eyes were dimmed, rose to the role of
leaders and deliverers. In the great
emergencies of America's pioneer
days, and of the War Between the
States, women by the hundreds prov-
ed themselves heritors of the highest
traditions of womanly heroism.

What is the most characteristic,
quality of womanhood, if it is not in-

sight, vision, idealism and a high

realize, is not very different today
from what it has always been, except
that it is somewhat more deadly. The
clash of man with man, in a struggle

occasion's forelock watchful wait.- - --

Milton.

In the deepest night of trouble and
sorrow God gives us so much to b
thankful for that we need never ceas-- i

our singing. Coleridge.

The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit: A broken and contrite heart,
O God, thou wilt not despise. P.. 15

t.
O

Less, less of self each day,

of death, is essentially the same in
France and Poland today as it was
when the host of Deborah and Barak
swept down from symmetrical Tabor

too greatly and overlooks too much.
The national and international agen-
cies are too many, and too seriously
duplicated, owing to the nearly two
hundred Protestant denominations in
North America. A slow, strong, steadydrift of our day is toward the reor-
ganization of denominational boards,with a view to lessened expense and
increased efficiency. Interest in these
larger phases of Christian work iis ex-
pected of all thoughtful church

upon the chariots and horsemen of
loyalty? Who feels a nation's wrongs Sisera in the great plain of Esdraelonso keenly as its women? Who are below.
tlaming pioneers of all social reforms By some providence which is notbut women? Why are they foremost made clear: "The Lord discomfited

Sisera and all his chariots." and theIn th in nTi:i rv mu temt.rrtir'f on- -

ter prise? Israelites were given a cornDlete and
Soul-sensitivene- ss explains it. That

quality made Deborah a seer and a

And more, my God, of Thee:
Oh, keep me in the way,

However rough it be.
vt . 3onar.

He who freely praises wThat h
means to purchase, and he who enum-
erates the faults of what he means tc
sell, may set up a partnership with
honesty. Lavater.

overwhelming victory. Evidentlyfrom the Song of Deborah, the river
Kishon, a trifling stream ordinarily.propagandist. She had greatness and

fineness of spirit. Justice and patrio overflowed its banks in a sudden storm
and the chariots were engulfed or so

Notwithstanding all their limitations
and defects, denominational boardsare the best means for securing an
outreach of one's personality, influence
and offerings. They represent the in-
dividual Christian in fields which hecould not personallv enter Tn

tism were really master passions with
her. Every wrong done to her op sorely hindered that they could not
pressed countrymen by the proud and
cruel i;ananmt03 enterea ner neurt as TRICKLY CONSCIENCE EASKP.
u sword. Her loyalty to Jehovah, and
her zeal for him. made her great. In
a dark day when the ordained eccle
siastical leaders proved futile, she led

fight. ,

As for the famous captain of the
Canaanites, Sisera proved himself
somewhat less than a hero. Instead
of slaying by his troops to the end,and dying like a brave general, ho
slipped out from the melee and soughtto save Ins own life by ignominious
flight. History is full of shameful
episodes like this, of great leaders
who, in a crisis, prove pusillanious,
prizing their own safety above honor

Ifir people back to God.
fco i.euoraii moved irom the land 01

Issachar south to that of Benjamin,
where she Would bo free to counsel

behalf and at his behest, they workfor. him in ways in which he is not
personally skilled. A diversified, con-stant and far-reachi- ng ministry is pos-sible to every church member throughhis denominational benevolent boards

All boards are not of equal impor-tance. The wise giver exercises dis-
crimination in his support. If, by anymethod or for any reason, churchmembers should acquire the habit of
giving conventionally a lump sum ofall benevolences, much of the joy andinspiration and effectiveness of givingwould be lost. An intelligent

and confer. This suggests a word
about the geography of the story: and
present world events are newly teach aim umy. bisera s message to the

youth of today is to learn to die nobly,rather than to live cownrdtv

"Never Built for a Criminal." aj3Ian Who Asserts He's a Thief.
Kansas City Star.

'DoT feel sorry that I gave myself
up to the police to atone for my pa.--t
crimes? Well, I should say not! I
have felt better the last few hours!
I've ben in jail than I have felt in
the past ten years."That is how a young man who gave
the name of Charles Flax feels .since
he walked into police headquartersand told Capt. Thomas P. Flahive that
he had led a life of crime for ter.
years.

"I was never built for a criminal."
he said. "The first offense I ever
committed hurt my conscience, and I
gave myself up. That was ten years
ago when I was only 15 years old. I
stole some money from my father and

Had he died or been nnnt
brave soldier Sisera would ha'vp

escaped the ignominious end which
of . church boards, their purpose,' per--was his, a late like that of a wildanimal. In his rlierht. Via U,'U1,C1 1JU 'heinous, is really the dutv

ing people the importance of
graphy. The scene of the battle lies
hack of It. Carmel. that long "moun-
tain of a thousand valleys" by the
sea, where ihe modern city of Haifa,
with its German colony, its harbor and
its terminus of the Damascus Kail-wa- y

is now situated. The scene of
the defeat of Sisera is about the same
as that of the slaughter of the priestsof Baal, after Elijah's dramatic con-
tent on Mt. Carmel. To the eastward,almost in a line with the Lake of
Galilee, rose symmetrical Mt. Tabor,which figures in the story as the resort

Bedouin encampment. The tents were or every
ber.

-, v.. ..iiv.ii hlk: iii- -those of a party of neutral KiiocThe men were all nhspnt nr,,i v

etiquette of the time and the peopledemanded that Sisera Kb
the unprotected households. In hi
womanly terror, he commits n.l
folly and offence of seekine to

V the long-establish- ed

church boards as sensational in theirappeals as certain independent organ-izations. The very word "undenomin-ational 'sounds alluring to manyThe result has been that largesums are contributed to agencieswhich are irresponsible and relatrv-- lyineffective, being strong only in the

in the women'sor Barak s army. Issachar, Deborah's quarters of Heber's
wife, quick of wit.tent. Jael. thenomo lay directly south, but she went

resorted to guile. ShP welcomed him.iuimtrr souinward, almost to
Jerusalem, to a spot between Betheland Kamah to establish herself as n

led lum from the goatskin full of

ia.il away, w nen tne money was spentI felt sorry and told the police abou.
it. I would not tell my name until
I had served two months in a reform-
atory. I felt better then and tob;
them who my father was. He imme-
diately took me home.

'I have held up men, both on tho
street and in stores, stole monev from
injured persons while an orderly at
the General Hospital, robbed the men
for whom I worked, and even stole
from my friends. While engaged in
the commission of the acts my con-
science did not bother me, but after-
ward then is when I suffered, i

vv..vv llllltv. illlCl W Will Yc ,....Ji .aioius nu. :andiri ron.ioi wnom tne people could
, . iv mi BVU.

Jlw wm P UUer exhaustion' need to be spoken about this. Everylnvestieation .t,:t i
ie.-Mjr- i ior counsel and inspiration unbiasedA foul deed was Jael's rM,..,.nen, uuuer uie paim tree by the commentators have tried to explain"7" r tent, Deborah sat and reeelved her people. The picture is sur

have knowledge has shown that thecheapest the best administered and
IrVh lJ?Jl dG1: tlie care of the

vi o- -
; J-- , ueert code, andiY proiia woman, of finelyii i s on the

uj. otitis loyalty to Icruel and monstrous act in
iwuiu-s- , wun tne reserveddemeanor of a greatly burdened soul

rael. her
driving a w.uiu,ndUyni ooards. Theset are thoroughly wV"Vl "ecome despondent after com-nabl- e

tn V, "spn&lble; an nutting: a crime and want to --ive mv- -yes tnrough the teinnlA nf x..v iuy ana received de- - tne givers.guest Wo i-n-.r tnrough the self nr, ctr,nfl , .. .rV.l" ntf lIcvry-increa.sin- g numbers -, . - - "u'j vy iiicLl Trip
a fair nlliff. nT haVe "r standards ofm, pUlallon prew-- family strife usually my love of liberty would getthe better of me "

to book at any X InSSSSS"nt - Phiianthropies-ther-
e

is noPcon:
'

bo a church
oi victims ofCanaanitish oppression brought theirwoe to hfr. Tho herds

The late John Alvah Blaisdell, oi
East Lebanon. Me., lived on his farmV .7-- : lululu'ent or the command?, uiivwi desperate hv i Without a human nmnnaninn for moro"vv au LJitJ W OriQ

, ..'st-i-i I'eODle. nnHwith tVled .u?on conferred. consummate the Victory of Rfflrnl,Makm? nil Q , . "t; uy one Old rliur. iman. Into n u"T"m wo- -
dvin- - nir v'v" . "'V.1 .aaers arewcre .rrti h i "Z1"! nation of thcTimes7'tVo?rare0so

than 40 years, but had, at times, 18
or 20 cats.- - He read every newspaper
he could get, and is said to have read
every book in the East Rochester
library and some of them three or
four times. -

-

..... VM1 OI patriotic ors? There is alwavV , r",i &uccess- -
- - -- vu6iH una time to


